
The following was written by a breeder and exhibitor of Havanese, and while specifically relates to the costs of breeding Havanese, will give any puppy buyer an idea as to the costs that go into owning, breeding, and showing any dog.

                    HOW MUCH IS THAT DOGGIE IN THE WINDOW?


	I am sitting here looking at over $2,000 in Vet bills for bladder stone surgery (successful, thank you) and wonder whether the dog buying public understands how expensive it is to operate and maintain even a small dog kennel.

	Another way to title this is:  Here’s why your puppy costs so much money.

	I decided to try to explain using our actual numbers.  First, I took the 3 year time frame of 2006 through 2009.  I backed out the Golden Retriever expenses because I don’t breed them, I just show and play with them.  The numbers to be discussed reflect our costs for the Havanese only.

	The number of Havanese puppies produced here in the last three years is 38.  Of those 38, six are still here either being grown out for evaluation or have graduated to become part of our future breeding program.

	During the three years 2006-2009 we paid for Vet fees, medicines, wormers, flea prevention, health testing (Baer Hearing, Bile acid, Cerf for eyes, OFA Patella, OFA Cardiac, OFA Thyroid, OFA Hips, LCP and Elbows) semen storage, AKC and CKC registrations and pedigrees, DNA kits, Microchips, vaccines, progesterone testing, stud fees.  We paid a total of $45,326.64 for those kinds of things during that time period.  

	Divided equally among the 38 puppies means that for those things each puppy cost $1,192.81.

	During those three years the dog food for the Havanese, including the puppies (kibble, meat, chicken, Nupro, Goats milk, Coat supplements, Fish oil, treats and bones) cost $10,579.32 or $278.41 per puppy.

	Dog supplies including toys, leads, collars, bedding, disinfectants, brushes, grooming products, dryers, kennel repairs, piddle pads, puppy buyer packets - including copies of “The Joyous Havanese” and the HFC’s “From Nose To Tail” grooming book,  pedigree software, crates, x-pens, shears, combs, photos, and the like cost $26,300.20 or $692.11 per puppy.

	Whelping supplies during this period cost $575 or $15.13 per puppy.

	The County Kennel License for this period was $287 or $7.55 per puppy.

	During those three years, dog training, including books, seminars and dog classes cost $1,328.42 or $34.95 per puppy.

	So far, the costs per puppy total  $2,220.96.

	There are many, many other expenses that I have not included.  I decided not to because while “necessary,”  they are costs that can vary greatly depending on the predilections of each breeder.  Those cost categories are as follows:

1.  The cost of  foundation dogs.

2.  The cost of fencing, camera, computer, ISP internet provider, advertising, subscriptions, postage, telephone calls, club dues and car expenses.

3.  The very substantial cost of creating the facilities where you feed, groom, bathe, hospitalize, exercise, train, whelp and nurse your dogs.

4.  Finally, if your purpose in breeding is to try to improve the breed, then you test your progress by having your dogs evaluated by others in Conformation Shows.  This, by itself, is incredibly expensive.  Costs include entry fees, transportation expense, parking fees, lodging and meal expense.

	Depending on your resources and your personal preferences, the cost of these last four items can double or even triple the costs of your puppies.  In other words, the actual amount of money spent to produce my 38 puppies is not “just” $2,220.96, but could be as high as three times that amount.

	When we decide to keep a dog in order to grow it out to evaluate whether we might want to keep it for our breeding program, we have to consider how much that puppy actually cost us.

	Another way for puppy buyers to consider this is to understand that when you buy a puppy from a breeder, it is fairly clear that your purchase is being subsidized by the breeder.

	The amount of your subsidy is the difference between what you paid for your puppy and the true cost to your breeder to produce the puppy.

	So, now you know:  Enjoy your new puppy.   PLEASE!
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